Pastoral Care at Saints’, Blackwell
Loving our community, changing one life at a time
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What is pastoral care?
Pastoral Care UK, tells us that “Christian pastoral care is fundamentally and
intensely relational in nature and practice and offered from the gift of God’s love
for us and our love for one another. As such, there is a challenge to balance the
desire for best and responsible practice in the worldly and natural realm with
Godly wisdom and supernatural involvement in the eternal. Holding good
practice, Biblical principles and God’s Kingdom work in creative tension which
bring safety and liberation to people and holding the ordinary and extraordinary
and the specialist and the non-specialist together under the umbrella of pastoral
care, is indeed a challenge which requires the collective wisdom of us all and the
continual guidance of God’s Holy Spirit”.
“Christian pastoral care is the
activity which flows from the
attitude and commitment to
love one another because we
ourselves, are first loved by
God”

Who does the Pastoral
Care?
Everyone who offers pastoral care in this church, does so, under the
authority and the licence of the Vicar, Revd. Jen Croft – given to her by
the Bishop of Durham.
Revd. Jen works closely with Revd. Brian Holmes (who leads the Pastoral
Care team) and with the Curate, Revd. Kath Long.
Also, within that team, there is Katie Malcolm, Andy Young and Alison
Marshall who have all done the training offered by the Diocese of
Durham. There is also Susan Leatherbarrow who is a Reader and Mike
Fryer, who is our Head Verger and Safeguarding officer.
As well as our team, there are others in the parish who do visiting of
parishioners in their homes, and we have a TEAM approach.

What can the Pastoral Care Team offer?
If you or anyone needs a
visit please contact the
office.
The clergy will be
contacted.
One of us will visit and
support as best we can.

We can offer pastoral care which impacts on body, mind and soul. We
work towards building up the whole person, who is made in the image of
God.
We can visit a parishioner’s home, visit them in a hospital, hospice, care
home or in assisted living accommodation. We can listen, sometimes
advise, we can signpost to other services in the community and we can
pray. We pray for healing, restoration and wholeness.
For those who are priests, Revd. Jen and Revd. Brian, we can hear
confessions, offer absolution, anoint and offer the last rites.
Anyone in the Pastoral Care Team can offer Holy Communion as well as
offer prayer in Jesus’ name.
As the Lord’s servants, we are here to support you and to care for you.

